
The Blood of Christ: Was It Really Necessary? 
Hebrews 9:15-22 

Introduction 

• The Church has always faced challenges, even from its beginning; in the 1st 
century, the church was persecuted by the Jews and Gentiles. 
o One of the more subtle forms of pressure put on the church during that 

time was rumors that were made up to discredit Christians & Christianity. 
o One of the most upsetting rumors was that Christians were cannibals (look it up!) 

§ They met regularly for a “meal” that included the body & blood of Christ. 
§ Since this meal was only open to baptized believers, skeptics 

began circulating outlandish accusations. 
• From time to time, critics, and supporters of biblical spirituality, suggest 

that Christianity would be better off if it were “sanitized.” 
o Some say that talking about Jesus’ blood seems medieval & barbaric. 
o Others assert that God is love so we need to focus exclusively on 

positive themes and steer away from anything negative. 
• The question becomes, “Wouldn’t Christianity have a wider appeal if 

we could clean up some of the blood? 
o This is a very important question to consider on a day when we will 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper for the first time in the new year. 
o Please open your Bibles with me to Hebrews chapter 9, as we look 

for an answer together in God’s Word.  
• The author of the book Hebrews writes to connect JC to Old Testament.  

o He argues the point, repeatedly that Jesus is a greater and more 
effective than the Old Testament way of doing things.  
§ In Hebrews 9:1-10, he describes the earthly tabernacle and the 

sacrifices that took place there. 
§ In Hebrews 9:11-14, he goes on to show that Jesus made a better way 

to God - a new covenant - by entering the heavenly tabernacle & 
offering his own blood as a sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 

• Today, in Hebrews 9:15-22, I want to show you two reasons why 
Christ’s blood was necessary for a restored relationship with God. 
o In other words, we can’t afford to turn away at the sight of blood if we 

hope to have a relationship with the loving God who created us. 
o We can’t expect to escape eternal separation from God in hell on the 

basis of anything other than the blood of Jesus. (Read passage & pray) 

Body 

I.  JESUS IS BOTH THE MEANS AND THE MEDIATOR OF THE 
NEW COVENANT (v. 15-17). 
A.  His death makes redemption possible. 

1.  The new covenant is Jesus’ Last Will and Testament. 
2.  Like other Last Will and Testaments, it did not take effect until 

after His blood was spilled – after He died. 

3.  Benjamin Franklin had an unusual last wish – “that his daughter not 
engage in the expensive, vain and useless pastime of wearing jewels.” 
The reason is that as a former ambassador to France, Franklin was given 
a portrait of King Louis XVI in a frame studded with 408 diamonds. He 
left this picture & the frame to his daughter Sarah and was worried that 
she would remove the diamonds & have them made into jewelry. 

4.  JC’s death was the price that was necessary (the means) for people 
to be brought back to God. 

B.  His resurrection makes eternal life possible. 
1.  What is unique, is that JC did not stay dead - He came back to life! 
2.  Take the idea of a Last Will and Testament 1 step further and think 

of the executor of a will who is responsible for making sure that all 
the debts of the deceased are paid off before distributing them. 

3.  Now, JC lives to distribute the inheritance (as a mediator) from 
his own death – eternal life. 
a.  Eternal life is a quantity of life – life with God, in Christ forever. 
b.  Eternal life is a quality of life – life with God, in Christ for 

now (see John 17:3). 
 

There’s another reason why Jesus’ blood was necessary… 
 

II.  BLOOD HAS ALWAYS BEEN USED TO RATIFY A 
COVENANT WITH GOD (v. 18-22). 
A.  The first covenant on Mt. Sinai was inaugurated through the blood (Ex. 24). 

1.  After Moses wrote down the Law, he read it to the Israelite people. 
2.  After the people promised to obey it, Moses sprinkled The Book of 

the Law, the people, & the tabernacle with calf and goat blood. 
B.  In God’s view, there is no forgiveness without the shedding of blood. 

1.  Forgiveness implies sin, and sin implies judgment 
a.  God is perfect and holy. 
b.  Because He is perfect and holy, He must punish sin. 

2.  Judgment implies death 
C.  If you think about it, blood is the currency of life and relationships. 

1.  Blood is a symbol of life – it's required. 
2.  Our closest relationship, our family, is based on our blood relationship. 
3.  Blood is in limited supply making just as valuable as gold. 

 

Conclusion 

• Yes, Christ’s blood was necessary because it was the only way to 
have a restored relationship with God. 
o We shouldn’t change Christianity to be more acceptable to the modern person. 
o We can’t negotiate eternal life on our terms. 
o We don’t have all the answers to life’s questions in science and nature. 

• We do need to treasure the price that was paid for us to be made acceptable 
to God and we do need to live a life of faith believing it’s true. 


