
Portraits of Discipleship 
(That You May Believe) John 1:29-51 

 

Introduction 

• This is American Gothic, one of the most familiar images of the 20th 
century. It was painted by Grant Wood and entered in a competition at 
the Art Institute of Chicago in 1930. The portrait includes a farmer and 
his daughter in front of their American Gothic home in Eldon, Iowa. 
o Interestingly, the people in the painting are not actually related. The 

woman was the artist’s sister, Nan Wood Graham & the man is the 
artist’s dentist, Dr. Byron McKeeby. 

o Initially, the painting received mixed reviews. Iowans were furious 
because they thought it was pocking fun at their rural way of life. 

o Over time, the painting gained more praise as a portrait of the 
steadfast American spirit. 

o American Gothic has been parodied more than any picture in recent history 
– from a Kermit and Miss Piggy version to a modernized version where 
the pair are holding cell phones, a coffee cup, and a golf club. 

• I think one of the reasons why portraits like American Gothic resonate so much 
with us is because we can project ourselves and our experiences onto them. They 
tell us about people in the past, but they also tell us a little bit about ourselves.  

• The Apostle John rounds out the first chapter of his Gospel with a series 
of written portraits of Jesus. 
o John introduces these portraits through the testimony of another 

John – John the Baptist. (Read John 1:19-28) 
§ JB was preaching & baptizing people at the Jordan river. 
§ The Pharisees sent a group of priests and Levites to figure out who 

JB was & how he fit into their preestablished religious categories. 
§ JB deflected all their questions & told them the Messiah was coming. 

o Next, John introduces three stories about Jesus that took place on 3 
separate days (“the next day.”) 
§ Each story reveals something unique about Jesus & his ministry 

among His followers. 
§ The stories also reveal something about how his 1st followers responded. 

• By combining these stories, John gives us a complex picture of Jesus and a 
compelling introduction to His earthly ministry.  

• These 3 portraits of discipleship combine to present 1 fascinating truth. 
• Let's look at them, one at a time while finishing this sentence, "Jesus is…” 
 

Body 

I.  THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE 
WORLD (v. 29-34) 
A.  Apparently, JB had baptized Jesus at some point earlier and now 

Jesus came out to the Jordan river to visit him 
B.  JB introduced Jesus as “The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 

1.  Lambs were very important in Jewish thinking. 
2.  A lamb was killed at Passover & its blood was spread on the 

doorposts of the home to symbolize God's pardon. 
3.  Sin can only be “wiped away” by the blood of a sacrificial lamb. 

C.  JB condemned the religious leaders by claiming not to “recognize” Jesus. 
1.  JB knew of Jesus but had some doubts about his true identity. 
2.  All of JB’s doubts were cleared when He saw the Holy Spirit 

descend on Jesus at His baptism – JB fully recognized him then. 
3.  But the religious leaders would probably never recognize JC as the 

Messiah because He did not fit into their pre-established categories. 
4.  This is an ongoing theme throughout these portraits of 

discipleship (seeing, recognizing, knowing, & following Jesus) 
D.  JB reveals why he was baptizing people at the Jordan river. 

1.  He wanted everyone in Israel to recognize Jesus (v. 31). 
2.  He wanted them to know that JC would baptize them with the 

Holy Spirit because he is the only One who can take away sin. 
 

II.  THE RABBI WHO TEACHES US ABOUT OURSELVES (v. 35-42) 
A.  JB was humble enough to defer to Jesus and pass his followers off to 

the one and only "Light of the World." (see my blog post from last wk). 
B.  Two of JB’s disciples heard his description of JC and began 

following Jesus instead (Andrew and maybe Philip or John himself) 
C.  Andrew found his brother, Simon, and introduced him to Jesus as 

the Messiah (Savior of the World.) 
D.  Jesus took the opportunity to teach Simon something about himself. 

1.  These men saw Jesus as a Rabbi, which was a respected Jewish 
teacher who taught others about God's law. 

2.  Jesus didn’t waste any time with His first lesson – about Simon. 
a.  Jesus knew that Simon was impulsive & outspoken, but that 

he would become as solid a rock. 
b.  Jesus gave him a new nickname (Cephas/Peter) as a 

promise of the transformation that would happen in his life. 
 

III.  THE TRUE KING WHO RULES OVER GOD’S PEOPLE (v. 43-51) 
A.  JC went into Galilee and found another disciple named Philip. 

1.  Philip was from the same hometown as Andrew & Peter. 
2.  Like Andrew, Philip found his brother, Nathaniel, & introduced 

him to JC as the Prophesied One. 
3.  Witnessing and telling others about Jesus is another theme that 

is highlighted in these portraits of discipleship. 
B.  JC explained to His fledgling group of followers he already knew Nathaniel. 

1.  Unlike the Jewish leaders who questioned JB, Nathaniel was 
open to the claims of Christ; he didn’t have ulterior motives. 

2.  It was customary for Jewish students to study the Scripture (OT) 
under a vine, fig tree, or olive tree. 



a.  Nathaniel is an ideal candidate to be one of Christ’s 
disciples because He was a student of Scripture. 

b.  This exchange also reveals Christ’s supernatural knowledge. 
C.  Nathaniel recognized Jesus as the Son of God & the true King of Israel. 

1.  According to God's plan, the Messiah would lead God’s people 
according to his promise to King David (2 Sam. 7) 

2.  Jesus bridges the gap between heaven and earth, reintroducing 
God’s activity among His people. 

 

Conclusion 

• These 3 portraits of discipleship combine to present one compelling 
truth: The things we learn about Jesus should lead us to follow Him. 
o This chapter contains more descriptive names & titles for JC than 

any other chapter in the New Testament. 
o But this is more than just a list, it’s a series of experiences and 

interactions with Jesus. 
• We must balance our knowledge about God with our love for God. 

o Theological content & accuracy are very important. 
o But that content must be combined with a personal piety that 

qualifies us to call ourselves “disciples of Christ.” 
• And the same is true, but in reverse – we should love God and follow 

Christ as a result of our learning about Him. 
• God has given us this message today so that you might have a similar 

experience to Andrew, Peter, Philip, Nathaniel, and John the Baptist. 
o Each portrait of discipleship describes Jesus from a different angle. 
o Each portrait describes what it means to follow Jesus from a different angle. 

§ For John the Baptist it was forgiveness of sin. 
§ For Peter, it was new life and personal transformation. 
§ For Nathaniel, it was submission to submission to a new king. 

o While you may be sensitive to one of these things over another right 
now, all 3 are part of what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. 

• I'd like for you to look intently at the complex picture we have of Jesus Christ 
in the John chapter and let it resonate with you. Let it teach you about Jesus – 
but also, let it teach you about yourself and what you need from Him. 
o This will move you to confess your faith in Christ as your Savior & Lord. 
o This may also drive you to testify to your faith in Christ publicly in 

believers' baptism if you have never done so (Baptism service - Feb. 5) 
o Like the disciples in this passage, it should also motivate you to 

share what you’ve learned about Jesus with others as a witness, a 
teacher, or a friend. 

• The things we learn about Jesus should lead us to follow Him. 
• Let me close with the words of John 20:31 again, “But these things have 

been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and by believing you may have life in His name.” 


