
A New Era 
That You May Believe, John 2:1-12 

 

Introduction 

• Sometimes a sign is more than a sign – it’s an indication that things are 
about the change. 
o A “Construction Ahead” sign may mean that your schedule is about 

the change because of unexpected delays.  
o A declined credit card may mean “financial challenges ahead” or worse - that 

your identity has been compromised & your card number has been stolen. 
o But a sign doesn't have to be bad – A calendar for May can mean that 

summer break or summer vacation is right around the corner.  
• The first half of John’s Gospel (chapters 2 through 11) is chock-full of 

miracles that Jesus Christ performed in order to show who He really is. 
o These miracles are more than just miracles for the sake of miracles; 

they are powerful acts done to show who Jesus is – they are signs. 
o Even though Jesus performed many signs, John chooses to focus on signs 

performed at or near important Jewish festivals or institutions (Jo. 2:30-31). 
§ A wedding, the temple, as a rabbi, near a well 
§ The Sabbath, Passover, Tabernacles, the Feat of Lights 

• The 1st of 7 signs appears here when Jesus attends a wedding. (Read passage) 
• Let’s look at this passage more closely to see if we can figure out why 

Jesus turned water into wine. 
 

Body 

I.  JESUS WENT TO A JEWISH WEDDING (2:1-5) 
A.  Jesus attended a wedding with his disciples on “the third day.” 

1.  John organized his material topically, not chronologically, like 
the other Gospel writers. 
a.  It could be that he was pointing back at Christ’s promise to 

Nathaniel – that he would soon see greater things from Jesus. 
b.  It could be that he was pointing ahead to Christ's greatest sign – 

coming back from the dead – which also happened on the 3rd day. 
c.  Either way, he was telling his readers that something very 

special is about to happen with Jesus. 
2.  Cana was close to Nazareth so it's not surprising that Jesus' 

mother, Mary, was also there and had some sort of connection 
to the bride & groom. 

B.  A wedding was an important part of Jewish life. 
1.  A man and woman would pledge themselves to each other & then 

the groom would prepare a home for his soon-to-be bride. 
2.  The groom would return for the bride and then host a week-long 

wedding reception with all their friends and family. 
C.  At some point, the wine ran out which was a major embarrassment. 
D.  Mary asked Jesus to help with the crisis. 

1.  Jesus wasn’t being rude to his mom; He was just abrupt. 
a.  He used the same wording when He lovingly asked John to 

take care of Mary after His death (John 19:26). 
b.  He was committed to the will of the Heavenly Father, over 

anyone else, including His earthly mother. 
2.  The “hour” was the time of Christ’s suffering & glorification. 

a.  John tells us that JC’s hour had not come yet 6 times in his Gospel. 
b.  Jesus began His High Priestly prayer w/ these words: 

“Father, the hour has come, glorify your Son.” (Jn. 17:1). 
c.  Mary yielded & told the servants to do whatever Jesus said to do. 

II.  JESUS TURNED WATER INTO WINE (2:6-10) 
A.  There were 6 stone water pots at the wedding, each with the 

capacity to hold 20 to 30 gallons of water. 
1.  Stone waterpots were preferred for ceremonial washings because they 

couldn’t become contained by contact with the unclean (Lev. 11:33) 
2.  The Jews had a complex set of rituals & traditions related to 

food and eating that went beyond basic hygiene (Mark 7:1-4). 
B.  Jesus told the servants to fill the pots with water & take it to the head waiter. 

1.  Somewhere between the water pot & the waiters’ lips, the water became wine. 
2.  The head waiter was so impressed that he spoke to the bridegroom. 

a.  "Most people serve the good wine first when people are 
most thirsty and can appreciate the high quality.” 

b.  “But you’ve surprised us, you’ve saved the best for last.” 
3.  This story has caused a lot of controversy in the church. 

a.  Some see it as conclusive proof that God endorses the use 
of alcohol, while others go to great lengths to explain that 
the wine in this story was non-alcoholic grape juice. 

b.  There may be some reasons to abstain from alcohol – but 
that’s not the point of this story.  

C.  Regardless of how we feel about it, Jesus turned water into wine as 
a sign of His power and identity. 

 
Conclusion 

• Look closely at verse 11 because it explains the reason for Christ’s 1st sign.  
o He did it to manifest His glory – the glory of God. 
o He did it to produce the faith of His followers. 

• John moves into the main part of His Gospel by explaining that Jesus 
reveals God to us and His coming marks the beginning of a new era 
of grace among mankind. 
o Jesus reveals God to us by doing things that only God can do. 

§ Each sign is a testimony of God’s glory. 
§ John deliberately echoes the “signs and wonders” terminology from the 

OT to establish a clear connection between that God & Jesus (Jo. 4:48). 



§ As God demonstrated His power OT, He does it again in the NT 
through Jesus Christ. 
• This sets up a pattern that is repeated through John’s Gospel: 

many will see Christ’s signs, but only some will have faith. 
• The servants had first-hand knowledge of where the wine 

came from, but only Christ’s disciples believed in Him. 
o Christ’s coming marks the beginning of a new era of grace among mankind.  

§ Earlier in the service, I read Matthew 9:14-17 which combines 
the same themes found in this passage. 
• Jesus is for feasting when the bridegroom is with his people. 
• Jesus brought about a fundamental change in the world – 

new wine in a new skin. 
§ The incarnation is an ongoing stage in the story of redemption, 

not just a one-time event. 
§ Christ came to make a better way for us to relate to God. 

• The “better way” was accomplished through His time of 
suffering, sacrificial death, & ultimate resurrection on the 3rd day. 

• His whole public ministry, starting with this miracle, 
anticipated that “hour.” 

• Jesus reveals God to us and His coming marks the beginning of a 
new era of grace among mankind. 
o I have 2 questions as I close. 

§ Do you see a guy, or do you see the glory? 
• All kinds of people meet Jesus in John’s Gospel. 
• Some just see a guy who says and does neat things, and 

others see the glory of God. 
§ Have you entered into a new era? 

• The Pharisees and other religious leaders aren't mentioned in 
this, but they certainly saw some of Christ's other signs. 

• They refused to see what God was doing in their day, preferring 
instead to stick with a works-based approach to God. 

• Jesus brought grace and truth when he came into the world 
(Jo. 1:14) 

o In John 20:29, Jesus applies this pattern to our current day: “Blessed 
are they who did not see, and yet believe.” 


