
Unimportant or Invaluable? 
The Songs of Christmas (Luke 1:46-55) 

 

Introduction 

• What is the most meaningful part of Christmas for you?  
o The ornaments & decorations or special times with friends & loved ones? 
o Giving & receiving of gifts? 
o I love all of those, but I especially appreciate the music associated w/ Christmas. 

§ I look forward to the festive songs that are always playing in the background 
§ I really like to go Christmas Caroling (join us on Dec. 18 – 2 weeks) 

• This month we’ll look at the 4 Songs of Christmas recorded in Luke’s Gospel. 
o In Luke 2:25-35, we find Simeon’s song, the Spirit-filled man who waited. 
o In Luke 2:13-14 we find the angels’ song as they joyfully 

announced Jesus’ birth to a group of local shepherds. 
o In Luke 1:76-80 we find Zachariah’s song as he looked forward to 

the miraculous birth of his own son just for the birth of Jesus Christ. 
o In Luke 1:46-55 we find Mary’s song, as she responded to the 

glorious announcement that she would give birth to the Savior. 
• Join me as we pick up the story in Luke 1:5. 

o Zachariah and his wife Elizabeth are both righteous before God. 
§ He is a priest serving in the temple in Jerusalem. 
§ She is older and has never been able to have children. 

o While serving in the temple, Zachariah meets an angel and learns that 
his wife, Elizabeth, would soon have a son – a miraculous birth! 

o Six months later, God sends an angel to visit Mary, a young woman engaged to 
be married, & announces that she will have a baby – another miraculous birth! 

o Mary is related to Elizabeth and travels to visit her older relative. 
o Mary stays with Elizabeth until Elizabeth gives birth and her song is 

recorded in the pages of Holy Scripture. 
• Mary’s song mentions her personal praise for being included in God’s plan of 

salvation as well as her thanksgiving for God’s larger work of redemption.  
o She refers to God as her Savior, implying that she is like the rest of 

us – a sinner in need of being saved. 
o Mary’s song shows us that Sinners must realign themselves with 

God’s values in order to receive His Salvation. 
§ The message of salvation includes some specific content. 
§ But in order to be effective, the offer of salvation must be seen 

as supremely valuable. 
§ Suppose you had a piece of furniture that was a family heirloom & you 

wanted to give it away at Christmas to 1 of your relatives. Would you give 
it to a family member who has no sense of history, or to one who 
appreciates & treasures antiques? If you give it to a person who has no 
sense of history, it might wind up on FB Marketplace or in the garbage. 

• According to the world’s values, the angel's announcement was a big imposition. 
But according to heavenly values, Mary was grateful just to be included. 

• I want to show you 2 ways to realign yourself with God’s values so that 
you can receive the salvation He wants to give you. 

 
Body 

I.  PURSUE GODLY HUMILITY (1:46-50) 
A.  God lifts up the humble. 

1.  God didn’t choose Mary because she was special, but because 
she wasn’t special. 
a.  She was an ordinary Jewish girl. 
b.  She didn’t expect anything from God. 

2.  She serves as an example of humility and faith because of the 
way she responded to God’s invitation. 

3.  God delights in reversing the fortunes of His people. 
a.  “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he 

who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Lk. 14:11) 
b.   “Therefore, humble yourselves under the mighty hand of 

God, that He may exalt you at the proper time.” 1 P 5:6 
B.  God is mighty in His mercy. 

1.  God did “mighty” things for Mary. 
a.  Humanly speaking, Christ’s birth was a challenge, but 

eternally speaking it was a miracle. 
b.  When Mary asked how, Gabriel responded, “Nothing will 

be impossible with God.” 
2.  Mary feared God and God did mighty things in her life. 
3.  What is mightier than rescuing people from eternal judgment 

and including them in God’s eternal kingdom? 
a.  Your spiritual needs are more important and long-lasting 

than your physical, financial, or relational needs. 
b.  You were designed to impact generations of people. 

II.  REJECT ARROGANCE AND PRIDE (1:51-55). 
A.  God humiliates the proud. 

1.  The mighty arm of God lifts up and puts down. 
a.  He scatters the proud. 
b.  He brings down rulers. 
c.  He sends the rich away empty-handed. 

2.  The life and death of Herod the Great is a perfect example. 
a.  Herod was in charge of all of Judea. (Matt. 2:1) 
b.  As great, powerful, and wealthy as Herod was, he was just a 

footnote in the Christmas story (Matt 2:19) 
B.  God honors His promise to Abraham. 

1.  Mary was familiar with God’s covenant Promises (Gen. 12:1-3) 
a.  God initiated a relationship with Abraham, also humble. 



b.  If Abraham would follow by faith, God would give him 
land, a people, and a blessing. 
i. God would bless those who bless Abraham and curse 

those who cursed him. (the whole OT tells the story) 
ii. God would bless the whole world through Abraham’s 

family line. (the genealogy begins w/ Abe Matt. 1:2) 
2.  You and I can benefit from God’s promises to the Israelis. 

a.  We are blessed by the Savior that came through Abe's family tree. 
b.  We are adopted into the family of God through the Savior’s work. 
c.  We are invited into a new eternal dwelling place – heaven! 

 
Conclusion 

• Mary’s song shows us that Sinners must realign themselves with 
God’s values in order to receive His Salvation. 
o I’ve tried to show you 2 ways to realign yourself with God’s values 

so that you can receive the salvation He wants to give you. 
o The attitude or posture of your heart will have a big impact on how 

you respond to the specifics of God's redemption plan. 
§ Will you see it as unimportant and invaluable or as a big 

imposition into your life? 
§ Will you see it as supremely valuable & feel grateful to be included? 

• The death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ– the Gospel – is the 
focal point of God’s redemption plan. 
o These events were set in motion by the birth of Jesus Christ through 

Mary during the first Christmas. 
o These events were realized during the first Easter. 
o These events have ongoing and eternal significance for everyone 

who has “fallen short of the glory of God.” 
• Let me try to wrap this up with a comparison. Most people are familiar with the 

Samaritan's Purse Shoebox Ministry. Churches collect shoeboxes full of toys 
and basic hygiene items to be distributed around the world to children, along 
with a Gospel presentation. I have seen pictures and heard stories about 
children going to great lengths and traveling great distances to get one of these 
boxes. Some of these children are poor, and without much of a support system, 
so they find the contents of the boxes extremely valuable, and they treasure the 
contents. Compare that to the children in our church. I know there are some 
exceptions, but most of the children in our church have the necessities some 
have even more toys than they can play with. Why don't our kids pursue these 
boxes in the same way as kids overseas? Part of the reason is humility and part 
of the reason is need – the kids that receive them are humble and needy. Why 
don’t more people receive God’s gift of salvation? Because they are too proud 
and arrogant to be bothered with it. And yet, it meets their greatest need. 

• Don’t miss the greatest Christmas that has ever been given – the gift of eternal 
life through faith in Jesus Christ, Mary’s son, and God's sinless Savior! 


