
A Song After Silence 
The Songs of Christmas (Luke 1:66-80) 

 

Introduction 

• Zachariah was unable to speak for 9 months. During that time, he had plenty of 
headspace to think about how God had intervened in his situation and enabled 
his wife, Elizabeth, to conceive a child. During that time, he had lots of reasons 
to study the OT prophecies about the coming of the Messiah. During that time, 
he had a growing desire to speak the name of his long-awaited son. 

• The Gospel writer emphasizes the silence and draws out the anticipation 
for more than 40 verses between the time the elderly priest loses his 
voice and the time he announces, “His name is John!”  

• Finally, Zachariah broke out into a song of praise to God for sending the Messiah 
and for including his son, John the Baptist, in the plan (Read Lk. 1:66-79). 

• Zachariah’s song is one of the songs of Christmas and it helps us to 
appreciate the beauty of God’s redemption plan. 
o Ever since Adam and Eve sinned, God has been working out a plan 

to redeem humanity and restore a relationship with His people. 
o The restoration God offers is based on faith in the character & actions of JC. 
o God’s plan unfolds through history with the beauty and complexity of a 

song, not the flatness of a mathematical equation. 
• Zachariah’s song teaches us that we must play our part in the song of salvation. 

o Jesus Christ is the solo singer, and you & I are back-row backup singers. 
o Jesus Christ is the principal violinist, and you & I are ushers in the isle 
o Jesus Christ is the headline act, and you & I are a first-time garage band. 

• Jesus Christ is the Savior of the World, and He chooses to involve us in 
His plan after he saves us by his grace. 
o Not in the exact same way as John the Baptist, but John’s role shows us 

that we are to have a part in sharing the gospel with the world.  
o Here are 2 ways that you can play your part in the song of salvation.  

 

Body 

I.  READ THE MUSIC THAT IS WRITTEN (v. 66-75) 
A.  Being able to read music allows a musician to connect with the history 

of a piece of music and collaborate with other musicians to bring that 
music to life. Handel’s Messiah has been performed around Christmas 
time since the 1700s. All a choir has to do is read those open notes and 
they are ready to make beautiful music together. 

B.  As I said in the introduction, I think Zachariah studied the OT prophecies 
about the Messiah’s ministry with renewed energy during his time of silence. 
1.  His prophecy is chocked full of Scripture references – it’s 

hardly an original composition. 
2.  He even referred to the "prophets" before quoting from Ps. 106:10. 
3.  He grounded his expectations in God’s covenant promises to Abraham, 

before the nation of Israel was even formed (Gen. 12, 15, 17, & 22). 

C.  The point is that if you want to play your part in the song of 
salvation, you must read the music – the Scriptures – that are in 
front of you. You don’t have to guess or make it up on your own. 
1.  God told us what He was going to do through JC in the OT. 
2.  God told us what He did through JC in the NT. 
3.  God gave us the HS to remind us of what He wrote down. 
 

• There is a shift that takes place between verses 75 & 76. 
o Verses 68-75 are in the past tense & verses 76-79 are in the future tense.  
o Notice the question that prompted this hymn of praise (v. 66). 

• The 1st section of Zachariah's song is about Jesus Christ, and the 2nd section 
is about John the Baptist, but John’s role doesn’t make any sense by itself. 

 

II.  PLACE THE EMPHASIS WHERE IT BELONGS (v. 76-79). 
A.  One of the fundamental principles in music is the difference between 

melody and harmony. Melody is a series of notes that moves the music 
from beginning to end. Harmony is all the notes that accompany the 
melody. You can have a song without harmony, but you can’t have a 
song without a melody. And in order to make it all work together, you 
have to place the emphasis where it belongs – on the melody. 

B.  John the Baptist had a special role – to prepare people for Christ’s coming. 
1.  He accomplished this by giving knowledge of salvation. 

a.  Some people thought the Messiah would bring salvation 
from their military or political enemies. 

b.  John made it clear their biggest enemy was sin & death (3:3) 
2.  He also shined the light of Jesus on those in darkness. 

a.  Some people thought JB was the “star of the show.” (3:3) 
b.  John made it clear Jesus was the 1 they had been waiting for. 

3.  He also was a guide for people into the way to peace – which is 
only possible through Jesus. 

C.  It is thrilling to talk about God’s redemption plan for the world, but I must 
never steal the spotlight. There is only 1 Savior, and I am not Him! 

 

Conclusion 

• Zachariah’s song teaches us that we must play our part in the song of salvation. 
o This starts by reading the “music” that was written down for us in Scripture. 
o This also involves placing a continued emphasis on JC the 1 & only Savior. 

• I want you to “sing along” in God’s beautiful & unfolding salvation plan 
this Christmas season, instead of being a silent bystander – here are 3 ways: 
o Reflect on some of the OT prophecies that were fulfilled in Christ 

(see Select OT Prophesies handout). 
o Respond to God’s offer of salvation from your enemies – sin & death. 
o Make a point to praise Christ this week for the way He has changed your life. 

• Zachariah found out that silence is not an option – at least not a good 
one – when we learn about what God has done for us!  


