
In Victory or Defeat 
Kingdoms in Conflict: Daniel 1:1-2 

Introduction 

• I want to begin today with the beginning of the book of Daniel 
which records a great political & military defeat (Read Dan. 1:1-2) 
o The significance of this defeat is heightened when you remember 

the miraculous victories that Israel achieved up to this point. 
§ During the exodus, they overwhelmed the battle-hardened 

Amalekites with an untrained volunteer as long as Moses kept 
his staff raised above his head (Ex. 17:8-15). 

§ During the conquest, they leveled Jericho with a parade (Josh. 6). 
§ During king Hezekiah’s reign, they defeated 185,000 Assyrians 

in one night with the help of the Angel of the Lord (2 Ki. 19:35) 
o The defeat would change the course of history for the nation of 

Judah and the individual Jews who were living there at the time. 
§ God had initiated a relationship with the Patriarchs. 

• He promised to give Abraham a land, a people, and a 
blessing (Gen. 12:1-3). 

• He brought Isaac into the world as a miracle baby and 
reiterated the same promise to him (Gen. 26:23-25). 

• He changed Jacob’s name to Israel and blessed him with 12 
sons who would become the 12 tribes of Israel (Gen. 35:9-15) 

§ When the nation of Israel was stuck as slaves in Egypt, God sent 
Moses to lead them to freedom.  
• Moses led them out of slavery into a special land that was 

flowing with milk and honey (Ex. 3:8). 
• Moses received a covenant from God (beginning with 10 

Commandments) and gave it to the people so they would 
know how to live in communion with a holy God (Ex. 19ff) 

• Moses and the Israelites experienced the blessing of divine 
protection and provision throughout their journey (Ex. 16). 

§ After an extended stay in the wilderness, Joshua led the Israelites 
into the Promised Land. 
• They were given extensive instructions about how and 

where to settle in this “Promised Land.” 
• They had to conquer the people who were already living in the 

land (a just punishment for those who had rejected God). 
• Once again, they received God's miraculous blessings. 

§ Once they were settled, they started the long, slow drift away from 
the God who provided them the land, who made them and people, 
and who gave them the blessing.  

o God had repeatedly warned them that there would eventually be 
consequences if a disobeyed. 

§ During the first giving of the Law, God explained there would be 
blessings for obedience and penalties for disobedience (Lev. 26:14-46). 

§ During the second giving of the law, God again explained 
through Moses the dire consequences for disobedience, including 
a defeat at the hands of a ruthless enemy (Read Deut. 28:49-50) 

§ The prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel warned Israel repeatedly 
for years, & continually called her back to covenant faithfulness. 

• The defeat in Daniel 1:1-2 is great, but it was also caused by God.  
o Since Israel was split by civil war, God had suffered through a series of 

kings, most of whom were evil & led the nation further from him. 
o The king mentioned in the passage is Jehoiakim. 

§ His father, Josiah, was one of the rare exceptions who led Judah 
back to God after finding the lost book of God’s law. 

§ Josiah was killed in battle w/ the Egyptians & Judah fell under their control. 
§ Josiah was followed by his son, Jehoahaz, who only lasted for 3 months 

before being replaced by his brother, Jehoiakim, by Pharoah Neco  
• Jehoiakim ruled for 11 years and led Judah away from God, 

persecuting and opposing the prophet Jeremiah. 
• After defeating Egypt in 605 BC, the Babylonians took over their 

territory in the near east, including Judah and Jerusalem. 
• After promising loyalty to Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians, 

he rebelled and tried to regain his nation’s independence. 
• Jehoiakim died mysteriously & was replaced by his son and then 

his uncle before Neb. returned & destroyed Jerusalem in 586 BC. 
o The other king mentioned in the passage is Nebuchadnezzar. 

§ Nebuchadnezzar made Babylon into a world power by defeating 
the Egyptians & forming an alliance with the Medes. 

§ He ascended from general to king in 605 BC, the same year he 
invaded Jerusalem for the first time. 

§ Nebuchadnezzar’s skill & dominance as a monarch is seen in the fact that 
Babylon crumbled and collapsed just 20 years after his death. 

o There is another king mentioned here - The Lord God of Israel. 
§ The name here is not, Yahweh, but Adonay, meaning, “Owner, ruler, or 

sovereign.” The Lord is the real king of His people. 
§ The Lord gave Judah into Nebuchadnezzar’s hands, the Babylonian 

king did not take it for himself. 
§ The temple was God’s house & the vessels inside were dedicated to Him. 

• Ex. 34:6 says God is "compassionate and gracious, slow to 
anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth.” 

• Num. 14:18 says, The Lord is slow to anger and abundant in 
lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity, and transgression.” 

• 2 Pet. 3:8-9 says, “The Lord is not slow about His promise…but patient 
toward u, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.” 



Body 

• I’m sharing this Bible history lesson with you today so that you will 
appreciate the magnitude and gravity of the defeat that happens in 
the first few verses of Daniel, but also that you would understand 
Daniel's place in the history of redemption.  
o This is a pivotal point in redemptive history. 
o This is a time of intense sorrow, but also eventually great joy. 
o This is a season that has direct relevance to your life and future 

today. 
• In these opening verses of Daniel, we learn this foundational truth: in 

victory or defeat, God is always present with His people 
o God had a glorious plan and some precious promises for His Old 

Testament people, the nation of Israel. 
o Even though they experienced His judgment – a crushing defeat at 

the hands of a foreign power – He never left them or abandoned 
them. 

o The experiences of Daniel & his 3 friends in this book and the 
prophesies that follow point to God’s enduring presence with His 
people. 

• I’ve chosen the title “Kingdoms in Conflict” for this study because,  
o Like Daniel and his friends, I believe we are caught up in a struggle 

between the kingdoms of this world and the kingdom of heaven.  
o At this point in our history, our security had been compromised, our 

viewpoint is marginalized, and at times our future seems uncertain.  
o We need to know what Daniel knew about God, ourselves, and the world 

around us so that we can be faithful to God in our time – faithful to the end. 
 
Conclusion 

• I want to end this introductory message by pointing out some personal 
takeaways from the foundational truth that holds this book together. 
o You shouldn’t miss the personal nature of salvation. 

§ God promised a land, people, and blessing so that He could 
provide a Savior to rescue us from our sins. 

§ Sin is a personal offense to God and it requires a personal solution. 
§ Like any good stage the land, people, and blessing were all 

required to “set the stage” for the hero of the story – Jesus Christ. 
o You shouldn’t mistake God’s patience for apathy. 

§ God is patient, but He’s also just and He will hold us all 
accountable for our sins. 

§ He is working out a plan that brings Him the most glory.  
§ Time-lapse photography shows us that dynamic changes are 

happening in our world, we are just moving too fast to notice them. 
 

o You should marvel at how God can work through the kings and 
kingdoms of this world to bring about His plan. 
§ God is not in direct conflict with the powers and authorities of 

this world  - He is above them. 
§ He’s able to use their personal choices to accomplish His perfect plan. 
§ This is hard to explain without sounding trite or cheesy. 

• God created us and sent us out to “be fruitful and multiply” 
• Prov. 21:1 says, “The king’s heart is like channels of water 

in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever He wishes.” 
• These are some important personal takeaways from this foundational truth. 

o May we celebrate our wins and own our losses as people or God. 
o May we also always remember, that God is always with us. 

 


