
Honoring God in the Midst of Hostility 
Kingdoms in Conflict, Daniel 1:1-21 

Introduction 

• The world was saddened this week as Queen Elizabeth died at the age of 
96 after ruling over the United Kingdom for 70 years. Her son, Prince 
Charles automatically became king at the moment of her death, even 
though his official coronation may not take place for several months. 

• The transition of power from 1 monarch to the next isn't always this peaceful. 
Last week we studied the first few verses in Daniel where Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon, took the throne of Judah from Jehoiakim by the threat of force. 
o We noted that the overall theme of Daniel is “Kingdoms in Conflict.” 
o We celebrated the timeless truth that in victory or defeat, God is 

always present with His people. 
• This week we’ll pick up where we left off – Nebuchadnezzar’s problem. 
 

Body 

I. Nebuchadnezzar’s Problem (3-7). 
A. Nebuchadnezzar had to maintain control of a territory that was far 

away but without destroying its infrastructure. 
1. He had conquered Judah, but now he had to integrate the 

Hebrews into the greater Babylonian empire. 
2. He chose to retain the best and brightest from the kingdoms he had 

conquered and to reprogram them to serve alongside Him.  
B. Nebuchadnezzar’s problem became Daniel’s problem.  

1. The king chose teenagers from the royal family with a lot of promise. 
2. The king enrolled them in a 3-year “reeducation” program. 

a. They learned the language of the Chaldeans (culture makers). 
b.  They also learned their history, economic tables, & fiction. 
c.  This would have included their religious texts & traditions. 

3. The king provided them with premium food & drink from His table. 
a. They were treated like royalty, not prisoners. 
b. This was a violation of the Mosaic Law which forbade the 

Jews from eating certain foods prepared in certain ways. 
c. This was also a problem because a portion of the king’s 

food was used in worshiping the Babylonian God, Marduk. 
4. The king gave them new Babylonia names.  

a. Daniel and his friends all had names that pointed to God. 
i. Daniel: “God is my judge.” 

ii. Hananiah: “Yahweh is gracious.” 
iii. Mishael: “Who is what God is?” 
iv. Azariah: “Yahway will help.” 

b. They were given new names that erased their religious heritage. 
C. How do you honor God when your circumstances and relationships 

are all driving you to compromise? 

1. This is a pressing problem for God’s people in all generations, 
especially for those who find themselves in a hostile culture. 

2. They were in a foreign land under the influence of an imposing leader. 
3. The context implies that they were not alone – other young men 

folded under the pressure to conform. 
4. Daniel’s solution was empowered by a timeless truth: God 

doesn’t rule in a palace, He rules in the hearts of everyone 
who honors Him with their life. 
a. This is consistent with Jeremiah’s prophecy (Jer. 31:33-35) 

a. The new covenant would be a matter of the heart. 
b. The new covenant would not depend on social status. 

b. Daniel applied this truth to his situation. 
II. Daniel’s Solution (v. 8-16). 

A. He “purposed on his heart that he would not defile himself.” (KJV) 
B. Daniel’s solution can be an example as we try to honor God today.  

1. He chose his battles carefully (v. 8). 
a. He didn’t refuse the reeducation or fight the name change (3:12). 
b. He focused on an issue that would contradict Scripture, 

jeopardize his relationship with God, and confuse his 
relationship with human authorities. 

2. He was gracious in his request (v. 9-10). 
a. He “sought permission” for an alternate diet. 
b. He recognized the impact of his decision on others and 

proposed a short-term test. 
3. He trusted God with the outcome (v. 11-13). 

a. This is not a diet secret, but an invitation for a miracle. 
b. He knew that God could bless them with good health, 

despite an inferior diet. 
4. He aimed for consistency (v. 16). 

a. The initial test was only for 10 days. 
b. They continued with the same special diet for 3 years. 

III. God’s Resolution (17-21).  
A. God honored Daniel and his 3 friends’ faithfulness. 

1. He helped them stand out in every area of their education. 
2. He gave Daniel the highly-prized ability to interpret dreams. 

B. Nebuchadnezzar tested them at the appointed time. 
1. He tested them and took them into his service. 
2. He recognized them as better than anyone else in his court. 

C. Daniel continued to serve at a high level (70 years) long after 
Nebuchadnezzar had come and gone. 
1. It seemed like God had lost when Nebuchadnezzar had 

defeated Jehoiakim and seized control of the nation of Judah. 
2. But Daniel was the real winner when he surrendered His heart to God. 

 



Conclusion 

• The book of Revelation says that someday God will set up His throne 
room in a new heaven and a new earth and bring all people under His 
gracious and visible reign - but that day is not today.  

• Until then, we must remember that God doesn’t rule in a palace, He 
rules in the hearts of everyone who honors Him with their life. 

• At times, we must honor God in a culture that is hostile to our faith. 
o We are not exiles in Babylon, but the forces that are at work in our 

culture are moving us further and further from a God-honoring society.  
o We cannot delegate Godly living to our community leaders or our elected 

officials, we must honor Him in families, our churches, and our lives.  
o As the kingdoms of this word and the kingdom of heaven move 

closer and close to God’s ultimate resolution, please remember…  
§ You can honor God even when your circumstances are out of 

your control. 
• Your work situation, neighborhood situation, or family 

situation may be out of your control, but you can control 
how you respond to it. 

• Draw a prayer circle around what you can control – no 
matter how small the circle – and ask God to move. 

§ You can honor God even when others are compromising. 
• You don’t have to wait for others to honor God for you to 

praise and obey Him in your own life. 
• We remember the stories of Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 

Azariah, but the other exiles were forgotten. 
§ You can defend and extend God’s kingdom when you honor 

God with your life. 
• God doesn’t need us to defend His kingdom, but He 

chooses to work out His plan on the world stage. 
• Your personal choices can be a part of His grander plan.  
• Numerous people have shared some version of this quote 

but, "You and God equal a majority." 
• As you go about your week this week, as you make your plan for this 

fall, and as you live in our changing times, remember that God doesn’t 
rule in a palace, He rules in the hearts of everyone who honors Him 
with their life. 


