
God Saves 
Kingdoms in Conflict, Daniel 3:1-30 

Introduction 

• The American Frontier is remembered for cowboys, covered wagons, and 
showdowns – some of the most intense moments in our shared history. 
o The first showdown in the Wild West was between Bill Hickok and 

Davis Tutt on July 21, 1865 
o According to eyewitnesses, “You could have heard a pin drop in 

that square,” as Hickok and Tutt glared at one another in the town 
square outside of the courthouse in Springfield, MO. 

o An argument over a gambling debt had boiled over into a public gunfight. 
o It seemed that Tutt shot first, but Hickok had better aim. 
o Just like that, the confrontation was finished as Wild Bill Hickok 

became one of the most famous gunslingers on the American Frontier. 
• Every once in a while, we find ourselves in the middle of a showdown 

that makes time stand still, and Daniel 3 is one of those times.  
o The Babylonians had conquered the tiny nation of Judah and taken 

its talented people and treasure into exile. 
o But God was happy to prove that He had not been beaten and He had 

not left His people, even while they were experiencing His judgment. 
o After blessing & protecting Daniel & his friends, the stage was set 

for an epic showdown between the largest kingdom of the earth at 
the time & the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Body 

I. THE STAGE IS SET (v. 1-6) 
A. Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue. 

1. The timing of this is unclear, but what was clear is that the king 
has misunderstood the dream that he had been given and then 
interpreted for him by Daniel. 

2. The statue was approximately 90 feet tall and 9 feet wide and 
was covered with pure gold. 
a. It probably included a tall base, or podium so that the figure 

was proportional. 
b. The figure was most likely one of Babylon’s major gods. 
c. For comparison’s sake, it was about 30 ft. taller than Reggie 

Miller’s mural, downtown on Michigan & Delaware. 
B. It was built on the plain of Dura outside the city of Babylon, interestingly 

close to where the Tower of Babel was built back in Gen. 11.  
C. Nebuchadnezzar gathered all his administrators for a loyalty test 

1. The location allowed for a grand and impressive unveiling. 
2. The various levels of the king’s administration were all there (except 

Daniel, who may have been away on official business or needed to 
stay behind and keep Babylon running) to participate in the ceremony. 

3. When they heard the grand orchestra play their tune, they were 
commanded to fall down in worship before the image, or else. 

4. The large furnace that was used to construct the image was stoked and 
ready in the background for anyone who refused the king's command. 

D. The backdrop is arranged, the characters are presented, the conflict 
is introduced, and then…. 

II. THE OPPOSITION HARDENS (v. 8, 12) 
A. Apparently, the gathering was so large that the king could not tell if 

everyone participated. 
B. The Chaldeans took this as an opportunity to get back at Shadrack, 

Meshach, and Abed-nego. 
1. The young Jews had outshined the professional wisemen. 
2. The Chaldeans were jealous of their positions of power. 

C. They approached the king and pointed out that these 3 men had 
refused to bow – they were disloyal and guilty of treason. 

D. The conflict accelerates as the antagonists press their advantage, & then… 
III. THE TENSION MOUNTS (v. 13-18) 

A. Nebuchadnezzar was enraged and summed Shadrack, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego for a personal loyalty test. 
1. He questioned the young men and then instructed the orchestra 

to play again just for them. 
2. The rest of the administrators were all probably watching. 
3. The king claimed to be the ultimate authority  

B. Shadrack, Meshach, and Abed-nego’s responses were remarkable. 
1. “We don’t need to respond, we don’t answer to you, king.” 
2. Our God can and will save us from you, king.” 
3. Even if He doesn’t, we will still worship Him only." 

C. The exiles knew this was a decisive moment for their time in Babylon. 
1. Either they stood up for God in a crowd, or they were 

assimilated into the crowd. 
2. Either they trusted God to save them, or they were intimidated 

by the king’s pressure.  
D. The pressure is so intense, there is no escaping it – what will happen? 

IV. GOD SAVES THE EXILE (v. 19-27) 
A. Nebuchadnezzar flew into a rage and decided to make an example 

out of the exiles. 
1. He had the furnace heated 7 times hotter. 
2. He had strong soldiers tie the men up. 
3. As the soldiers approached the top of the furnace, they were overcome 

by the heat, but Shadrack, Meshach, & Abed-nego were not! 
B. The 3 exiles fell to the ground inside the furnace unharmed. 

1. Their ropes had burned off, but they were completely fine. 
2. They walked around and the middle of the roaring fire. 



3. They were joined & comforted by a 4th divine figure. 
C. Nebuchadnezzar was shocked and called the young men to the 

mouth of the furnace. 
1. They walked out of the fire under their own power. 
2. The king and his administrators took note that they had not been 

affected by the fire – they even smelled fresh! 
V. GOD EXERTS HIS SOVEREIGNTY (v. 28-30) 

A. At this point, Nebuchadnezzar had had several run-ins with God’s sovereignty. 
1. His response may have been superficial, but he acknowledged 

that God's authority and power were greater than his own. 
2. He made a decree to respect the exile’s God. 

B. The exiles made continual progress and were successful with the 
king's support. (The king of Babylon, but more importantly, the king 
of Heaven). 

 

Conclusion 

• All of this turmoil and tension come down to this: If God could save 
the exiles, He can save believers in any age from their fiery trials. 
o God is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and very few if any one 

of us is going to face anything as dramatic as an actual fiery furnace. 
o We do face pressure to compromise our faith by worshipping other 

far-lesser gods like money, popularity, or comfort. 
o We do face trials & questions of our faith & maybe even ridicule us for it. 
o But If God could save the exiles, He can save believers in any 

age from their fiery trials. 
• And, God uses trials and suffering as a tool to prune us and make us 

even more fruitful for His glory. 
o He can make us less distracted, less dependent on other things for 

fulfillment, or less content with the things of this world.  
o We don’t need to seek them out, they’ll find you, but they are not 

outside or apart from God’s plan.  
• And some people don’t escape persecution in this life, but that doesn’t 

diminish God’s sovereign power. 
§ Sometimes he chooses to empower the church through the death 

of one of His saints (Stephen in Act 6) 
§ Sunday, November 6th is the International Day of Prayer for 

Persecuted Christians. 
• We are, in fact, living in a showdown between the kingdoms of earth 

and the King of King and the Lord of Lords. 
o Sometimes the tension erupts into a public spectacle, but most of the 

time it is much more subtle. 
o The important thing for you is to figure out what side you are on. 
o And when it looks like the kings & kingdoms of the earth are in 

control, remember God saved the exiles and He can save you too! 


