
A Greater Plan 
Kingdoms in Conflict, Daniel 2:1-49 

Introduction 

• The White Water Canyon ride at Kings Island in Cincinnati is advertised as 
"as close as you may come to experiencing white water rafting." 
o If you’ve ever ridden it, or something similar, you know what it’s like. You 

step down into a large round boat & put on a seatbelt with 5 other passengers. 
o The seat is usually already wet so you can make a quick adjustment to the water. 
o As the dock rotates, your boat is hurdled into a series of wet & wild 

obstacles – crashing waves, hair-pin turns, roaring rapids, & well-timed 
water cannons. Everyone gets wet, but no boats ever sink. That’s 
because the ride was carefully designed by a thoughtful creator. 

o Life is not the same as an amusement park ride, but it’s also not like 
floating down a mighty river driven by the waves of chance. You and I 
are never outside the reach of our thoughtful and loving Creator. 

• You may have some first-hand experience with the fear and anxiety that 
comes with the thought that you are all on your own. 

• TV shows and movies like to glorify the stereotypical drifter or self-
made millionaire who prefers fate over faith – but I’ve never actually 
met someone who enjoys that mindset. 

• The book of Daniel accentuates God’s activity in this world unmistakably. 
• In chapter 1, we are encouraged to honor God with our lives, even 

if we find ourselves in a situation that is hostile to our faith. 
• In chapter 2, we find another story about strong faith. 

• These events happen either just before Daniel and his friends are 
examined by Nebuchadnezzar, while they are still in training, or just 
after they are selected to serve in his court. 
o The apparent conflict in v. 1 can be explained by the different ways 

the Babylonians and Jews tracked the reign of a king. 
o They help to explain why the other Babylonian officials were so 

jealous of Daniel and his friends (Chapters 3 and 6) 
• Through the arrival of a mysterious dream, Nebuchadnezzar’s entire 

court is confronted with one reality: God’s plan is greater than the 
wisdom or strength of this world. 
o As we study, I want you to see 4 things about God’s plan for redemption.  
o I hope it helps you to view your personal choices in relation to His plan. 

 

Body 

I. GOD’S PLAN IS ALARMING TO THOSE WHO ARE FAR 
FROM GOD (v. 1-13). 
A. Nebuchadnezzar had a disturbing dream that left him unable to sleep. 

1. Many ancient people believed that dreams were messages from the god 
2. The king was desperate to discover an advantage that would 

help him build and maintain his kingdom.  

B. The king gathered all his wise men and demanded that they tell him 
the contents of his dream before revealing its interpretation.  
1. The king wasn’t forgetful as some commentators have claimed, but 

he was testing his wise men to see if they were loyal & competent. 
2. The one thing that all the wise men had in common was their 

supposed ability to communicate with the spirit world. 
C. The wise men begged for mercy and details and the king doubled 

down on his demand. 
1. They complained that nothing like this had ever been requested before. 
2. They admitted that no one could reveal the contents of the 

dream unless they were a god. (v. 11) 
D. Learning about God’s plan of redemption is unsettling for those who are 

following their own plan. A couple of times during my driving career, I have 
turned the wrong way down a 1-way street. It is quite unnerving when you 
realized everyone else is following a different traffic plan than you! 

II. GOD’S PLAN IS ACCESSIBLE TO THOSE WHO ARE 
HUMBLE ENOUGH TO COME TO HIM (v. 14-23). 
A. Daniel’s asked the king for time to decipher the dream when the 

head executioner knocked on his door. 
B. Daniel gathered his friends for a prayer meeting and God eventually 

revealed the king’s dream in a vision.  
1. Daniel knew that he was helpless without God in this situation.  
2. His “Psalm of Thanksgiving” highlights his gratitude for God’s 

strength and wisdom – which is  (v. 20-23) 
C. “Humility is knowing what you don’t know; wisdom is knowing who to ask.” 

III. GOD’S PLAN REVOLVES AROUND A PERSON OF 
HEAVENLY ORIGIN (v. 24-45). 
A. Daniel went out of his way to give credit to God for revealing the dream. 
B. Daniel summarized the contents of the king’s dream (v. 31-35) 

1. The king saw a great statue that resembled a man. 
2. The statue was made of various materials from the top to the 

bottom: gold, silver, bronze, iron, and clay. 
3. The statue was crushed by a stone, that in time turned into a mountain. 

C. Daniel interpreted the king’s dream (v. 36-45) 
1. The golden head represents Nebuchadnezzar & the Babylonian empire.  
2. The silver represents Darius the Mede & the Medo-Persian empire. 
3. The bronze Alexander the Great and Grecian Empire. 
4. The iron represents the Roman empire & the people it conquered. 
5. The supernatural stone represents Jesus Christ and the kingdom of 

God that will overcome every other kingdom & empire on earth.  
a. "In those days" began when Jesus came to earth for the first time. 
b. Those days will conclude when Jesus comes a second time, crushes 

a revived Roman empire, & sets up a kingdom of His own.  



D. The king’s dreams have profound implications for today. (W. Wiersbe) 
1. God is in control of world history – He’s guiding it to meet His goals. 
2. Human activities decline over time – We are getting worse, not better. 
3. The final age will be a time of breaking up and breaking down. 
4. Jesus is at the center of it all and He is coming again! 

IV. GOD’S PLAN REQUIRES A HEART-FELT RESPONSE (v. 46-40). 
A. Nebuchadnezzar didn’t put his faith in God, but he did choose to 

honor God for revealing His plan through Daniel. 
1. According to his own wise men, Daniel's God is "head and 

shoulders" above any other supposed gods in the world. 
2. Daniel spoke up for his friends as Nebuchadnezzar passed out 

promotions for exceptional service. 
B. People have all kinds of God's responses to God's revelation, but not 

responding is not an option. You can reject it, dismiss it, or ignore it – but you 
can't "unhear" the news that God has a plan to rescue and redeem the world 
from its sin and selfish rebellion towards Him. And what sense does it make 
to ignore a piece of information that has such monumental consequences? 

 

Conclusion 

• God confronted a pagan king in his bedroom instead of the battlefield & showed 
us all that His plan is greater than the wisdom or strength of this world. 
o This morning we've looked at 4 aspects of God’s plan for redemption, as it 

was revealed through Daniel, the administrator-turned- Wiseman. 
o As I said, my hope is that you will learn to view your personal 

choices in relation to God’s plan of redemption. (Faith over fate) 
• The faith over fate mindset includes the following 3 commitments: 

o Seek out God’s wisdom & strength above the wisdom & strength of this world. 
§ Every time Daniel and his friends faced a challenge, they turned 

to the Scriptures and to prayer. 
§ Prov. 3:5-6 – urges us to trust in the Lord. 

o Glorify God even while our kingdom is crumbling. 
§ According to Daniel's interpretation, we are living in times of 

moral decline and increased instability. 
§ If we trust God, we must do what we can, while we can, even if it's hard. 
§ The Jews were to seek the welfare of the city they were in, even while 

they were in exile. (Jer. 29:7) 
o Anticipate Christ’s second coming and His ultimate victory. 

§ Some of you may be eager to dig into the details of end times 
prophecy, but those details point to this one great hope. 

§ This ties back to our personal faith – are you trusting in what 
Jesus has done and will do for you or are you trusting in your 
own ability to navigate the waves of chance. 

• We are never outside the reach of our thoughtful and loving Creator 
and His plan is greater than anything this world can come up with! 

Discussion Questions 

• Which mindset do you identify with more: fate over faith, or faith over 
fate? Why? 

• Share about a time recently when you sought out God’s wisdom or 
strength in a particular challenge? 

• How can believers stay faithful and optimistic in culture that moving 
further and further from God-centered mentality? 

• If someone were to watch your life for a week, would they say you are 
looking forward to Jesus Christ’s second coming? If not, what could you 
do to change that? 


