
The Gospel for the “Haves” and the “Have-nots” 
The Church’s One Foundation, Ephesians 6:5-9 

Introduction 

• Does the Bible condone slavery? 
o The OT contains multiple references to slaves and slavery. 
o In the NT, Philemon is written to a Christian slave owner & slaves are addressed 

directly in Col. 3:22-25, 1 Pet. 2:18-25, & Eph. 6:5-9 (Read passage). 
• Paul writes to Christian slaves and slave owners and doesn’t call for the 

abolition of slavery – why not? 
o The slavery mentioned in the Bible is not the same kind of slavery 

that existed in the 17th and 18th centuries in America.  
§ Slavery in ancient Egypt, Greece, or Rome wasn’t about race. 

o People became slaves because they were orphans or prisoners of war. 
o Some were unable to pay their debts/others were looking for a better life. 

§ Mistreatment & cruelty did happen, but they were the exception, not 
the rule; Many slaves lived comfortably as managers & professionals. 

§ Slaves could own property (including other slaves) & be 
allowed to save money to buy their freedom. 

o First-century Christians didn’t have the political power to overthrow 
slavery, so they had to learn to live within it. 

• The Bible doesn’t condone slavery, but it does teach us how to live out 
the gospel in authority relationships. 
o The “household code” in Eph. 5 & 6 contains 3 sets of relationships 

which all contain a certain amount of responsibility and authority. 
o Instead of destroying those authority relationships, Believers are 

called to transform them by living out the gospel of Jesus Christ.   
• Since the context is different today, I’d like to use a different set of words to 

describe the relationship described in this passage – the “haves” & the “have-nots.” 
o The “haves” are those who have social, economic, or even physical authority. 
o The “have-nots” are those who lack that authority and power. 

• The radical message in this passage is that the “haves” and the “have-nots” 
should serve one another as if they are serving Jesus Christ the Lord. 
o We are hearing a lot about power, equity, and justice these days. 
o The approach that all the popular social movements are taking right 

now is to tear down hierarchy and eliminate authority.  
o But that’s not the gospel! 

§ We must receive Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord.  
• We are expected to submit to His power 
• We are called to live under His authority. 

§ We are invited to participate in His ministry as Prophet, Priest, & King. 
• There are 4 principles here that support the overall message of serving one 

another as if you are serving Jesus Christ the Lord – 2 for the “haves” & 2 
for the “have-nots.” (Each principle has a keyword that starts with “A”) 

Body 

I.  The “have-nots” should serve others out of their allegiance to Christ. 
A.  Notice the references to master(s) and the Lord (a play on words) 
B.  “Have-nots” should serve others with reverence and respect (v. 5) 
C.  Instead of despising their earthly identity as slaves, “have-nots” 

should embrace their heavenly identity as slaves to Christ (v. 6) 
D.  Loyalty to Christ is worked out in the mundane situations of life. 

1.  The restaurant server can take orders and fill drinks… 
2.  The stay-at-home mom drives the carpool and cleans up 

messes… 
3.  The intern can do the busy work nonone else wants to do… 

II.  The “have-nots” should serve others in anticipation of a heavenly reward. 
A.  The term “eyeservice” may have been coined by the Apostle Paul, it 

describes someone who only works when you are being watched. 
B.  Christian “have-nots” serve with an eternal perspective, knowing 

that God sees all they do and will reward them accordingly.  
1.  Those who are “in Christ” will be judged on Christ’s merits. 
2.  Those who are not in Christ will be judged on their own merits. 

C.  There is a lot of noise surrounding friction between blacks, Hispanics, 
Asians, and whites. What I want to hear about, however, are all the 
things that are done quietly to bring these groups together? My 
daughter Mairi’s class had an end-of-the-year part last week and I got 
to go. I saw teachers, helpers, and some parents helping and serving 
black and white kids side-by-side with no fanfare. I doubt if they were 
even all believers, but they sure served like it – with no expectations.   

III.  The “haves” should serve those who are under their authority. 
A.  The counter-cultural this here is that masters are called to serve their slaves. 

1.  Master may have been kind or fair to their slaves, but the idea of 
serving them was unheard of. 

2.  In the book of Philemon, Paul is the man to care for his runaway 
slave, Onesimus, as an equal brother in Christ. 

B.  Masters must earn respect, instead of demanding it with threats. 
C.  Jesus gave us the perfect example of this mentality. At the height of 

His earthly ministry, he stooped to the bottom washing His 
disciples’ feet at the Last Supper (John 13:1-17) 

IV.  The “haves” should serve others knowing they will be held 
accountable someday. 
A.  The “haves” have a master in heaven as well as the “have-nots,” and 

He does not care about degrees, titles, or bank accounts. 
B.  A successful black businesswoman may be helped by an immigrant at the 

FedEx store. That same woman probably has her own boss, as the FedEx 
worker is helped in turn by an older man at the corner gas station. My point 
is, that we will all be held accountable for our lives someday. 

 



 
Conclusion 

• Today we’ve learned that the “haves” and the “have-nots” should serve 
one another as if they are serving Jesus Christ the Lord. 
o Instead of destroying authority relationships, Believers are called to 

transform them by living out the gospel of Jesus Christ.   
• When we care for and serve others, regardless of their annual 

income, job title, or social status – or ours, we show where our true 
loyalties lie. 

o I fell under deep conviction this week about my preaching, teaching, 
and personal witness. 
§ In my enthusiasm to share a gospel message that is received with 

joy, I’m afraid that sometimes I’ve left off half of the message. 
• Jesus must be received as both Savior AND Lord. 
• We must respond in faith and repentance – turning to Christ 

and turning from sin and self-centeredness. 
§ I want to tell the whole truth, not just half of it. – salvation’s just about 

being saved from hell, it’s about walking in submission to Christ.  
o I also want you to look for ways to serve others in authority relationships. 

§ Sometimes you may be a “has” and sometimes you may be a “has-
not,” but you can always serve others in obedience to Christ.  

§ Instead of tearing them down, or others down, we can transform 
them by living out the Gospel. 

o My most basic wish for you is that you would receive Jesus Christ 
as your Savior AND your Lord. 
§ The familiar verses in Matt. 11:28-30 read a little bit differently 

if read in connection with this passage (read the passage) 
• In the NT, a yoke is always used as a metaphor for bondage 

or submission to authority. 
• Christ is extending an invitation to everyone who is worn out 

by their submission to the law and self-made righteousness.  
• He is not suggesting that salvation-seekers throw off the yoke of 

their oppression, but to exchange it for a higher loyalty to Him.  
• In comparison, loyalty to Him is easy and light. 

§ You can make that decision in the privacy of your heart, but 
we’d love to help you grow in that decision by: 
• Making counselors available during the response song. 
• Checking a box on the yellow Worship Response Form. 
• Talking with me after the service 

• The way we serve one another says a lot about where our ultimate 
loyalty lies. I hope that you can truly serve others in Jesus’ name. 


