
Hope: The Gift That Changes Everything 
The Gifts of Christmas (Luke 2:25-35) 

Introduction 

• On the eighth day after His birth, Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the 
temple to fulfill their religious duty. 
o They took Jesus to be circumcised & consecrated as a first-born son. 

§ Children are always special, but first-born sons were extra special 
to the Jews. Parents would make a special offering in the temple as 
a way of acknowledging that their son was a gift from God. 

§ Jewish males were circumcised - a sign of their covenant relationship w/ God. 
o They also gave Him the name given to them by the angel – Jesus. 

• Mary and Joseph were greeted by two special people in the temple - 
both eager to see God’s salvation come to earth. 
o Simeon had been told by the HS he would see the Savior with his 

own two eyes before he died (we can assume he was older) 
§ He was “righteous and devout,” meaning he pursued 

righteousness and was reverent towards God. 
§ He was “looking for the consolation of Israel.” 

• “Consolation” is a sense of comfort and relief in the midst 
of darkness and difficulty. 

• Some of Simeon’s peers were focused on the revival of 
Israel, but Simeon was focused on something much bigger 
& more important – the redemption of humanity. 

• He was “full of the Holy Spirit” - and hope. 
o His words about Jesus were more than a hunch, they 

came as an authoritative word from God. 
o His experience with baby Jesus gave him immense hope 

in God’s plan for salvation.  
§ His testimony was collaborated by another special person, 

Anna, an elderly prophetess who served faithfully in the temple. 
• Simeon’s hope flowed out in a song about the Blessing of Bethlehem. 

o His song is one-part poetry, & one-part prophecy. 
o In it, we learn that the blessing of Bethlehem is our beacon of hope. 

• My wish for you this Christmas is that you would find hope in Jesus 
Christ during this dark and difficult time. (This year in particular) 
o The holiday light and decorations can cover up the darkness & 

brokenness that we feel sometimes, even during Christmas. 
o The gifts & laughter we share can mask the difficulty and pain that 

we sometimes carry around with us from year to year. 
 

Body 

I.  JESUS SAVES US FROM SIN (v. 29-31). 
A.  The Jewish people were aware of God’s promise – that someday He 

would send a Savior (a Messiah) to restore the fortunes of His people. 

1.  Many were looking for a strong military & political leader who 
would defeat the Romans and usher in a new golden age for Israel. 

2.  Simeon knew God had something different in mind. 
a.  Political freedom and financial prosperity are fantastic, but they 

don’t matter much in the light of eternity. 
b.  God’s plan was to save people from their own sinful rebellion. 
c.  The Jews weren't the only ones that needed to be rescued – all 

people everywhere needed God’s Savior. 
B.  Simeon found great hope in seeing God’s rescue plan in action. 
C.  We know a lot more about God's rescue plan now and it should also bring 

us great hope. I have traveled through many snowstorms through the years. 
Some of them have been so bad, I wasn’t sure that I would ever make it 
back home. But when I got close enough that I could see my front porch 
light all that anxiety melted away. I knew that I was almost home. 

II.  JESUS SHINES IN OUR DARKNESS (v. 31-32). 
A.  The salvation that Jesus brought is the light the world needs. 

1.  It pushes back the all-encompassing darkness of this world.  
a.  It reveals the truth about who we are & how far we are from God. 
b.  It restrains the forces of darkness that try to pull us back in. 

2.  It invites us into a vibrant & personal relationship with God. 
B.  As I said before, God’s light shines for everyone 

1.  You are never too far gone or too far away. 
2.  You don’t have to clean yourself first, He will do that for you. 

C.  Light is necessary for information to be exchanged. You can have 
access to a huge library, but you must have light to read them. Jesus 
shines in our darkness so that we learn about God's rescues plan, and 
we can't respond appropriately. Wherever there is light, there's hope. 

 

Conclusion 

• The song here teaches us that the blessing of Bethlehem is our beacon of hope. 
o The appearance of Jesus is more than a quaint tradition or a sentimental story. 
o It’s the gift that changes everything. 

• My wish for you and your family this Christmas is that you would find 
hope in Jesus Christ by putting your faith in Him.  

• The OT book of Isaiah includes some of the prophecies that Simeon 
based his song on. It also includes this promise in: “Do you not know? 
Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the 
ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his 
understanding no one can fathom. He gives strength to the weary and 
increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and 
young men stumble and fall, but those who hope in the Lord will renew 
their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.” (Isaiah 40:28-3) 

• Make sure you make the gift the changes everything your own this Christmas. 


