
Love: The Gift That Keeps on Giving 
The Gifts of Christmas, 1 John 4:7-11 

Introduction 

• There are two kinds of people in the world: those who like to give gifts 
and those who like to receive them. 
o I say this tonged-in-check because we all enjoy giving and receiving 

at various times, (I hope!) 
o But some of you take great joy in giving the perfect present around the 

holiday season, & some of you are more deeply touched by the 
generosity of others. (Where are the givers at? What about the receivers?) 

• Christmas is a time when we reflect on God’s gifts to us, and I have to 
say that God is a great gift giver. 
o His gifts don’t usually come in wrapped packages with bows on top. 
o From now through our Christmas Eve service, we will unwrap & unpack 4 

of God's greatest gifts in a series I'm calling The Gifts of Christmas. 
o As we celebrate the arrival of God’s precious son, JC, on earth, we’ll talk about 

love, joy, peace, & hope – and how to make each gift personal in our lives.  
• Today, we’ll focus on The Gift that Keeps on Giving – the Gift of Love. 
• Love is infamously difficult to define these days. 

o The Merriam-Webster Dictionary lists 13 different definitions for “love” 
as a noun or verb including a strong affection for a friend, a romantic 
attraction for a crush, & a warm enthusiasm for a favorite food. 

o If you ask Google, you will get 12.6 billion results in .89 seconds 
(no wonder we are confused) 

o Recently in our culture, we have all been encouraged to come up 
with our own working definitions of love because “love is love.” 

• No one has written more about love in the Bible than “John, the Apostle of Love,” 
o He was originally 1 of the “Sons of Thunder” w/ his brother James. 
o As he grew older, his temperament shifted from vengeance to love. 
o One of the main passages on “love” in 1 John is chapter 4, verses 7-11. 

§ John’s approach here is circular rather than linear building, 
slowly on a small number of topics by repetition & explanation.  

§ John ties this passage to Christmas when he links Christian love with 
the incarnation and atonement of JC. (Read & point out vv. 9 & 10). 

• Love is the Christmas gift that keeps giving because love is transformative. 
o In 1 John 4:7-11, we learn that God’s love for us creates the 

capacity within us to love one another. 
o In response to this message, I want you to receive God’s love through 

the gift of His only Son, JC to I want you to give love to other people 
who need a tangible example of God’s love in the flesh. 

 

Body 

I.  God is the source of all love in the world (v. 7-8). 
A.  John IS NOT saying: 

1.   Sometimes God is harsh, but He prefers to be loving. (i.e., 
“God is loving.) 

2.  Love should be worshipped as the supreme good (i.e., “Love is God,” 
This is the problem with the slogan, "Love is love.") 

B.  John IS saying that everything God does is loving. 
1.  He is loving in His justice just as He is loving in His mercy. 
2.  He is not segregated by sin, so love is woven into every fiber of his being. 

C.  John IS saying that God is the ultimate source of love. 
1.  The ability to give & receive love is part of what it means to be 

made in the image of God (Gen. 1:26). 
2.  The ability to love is a gift that allows us to participate in our 3 

primary relationships: w/ God, w/ creation, and w/ each other. 
3.  God’s image has been damaged by sin (but not eliminated) and 

so has our ability to love. (Hate, abuse, apathy) 
D.  Like a stream flowing out of a pond or a beam of sunlight shining 

out the sun, love flows out of God’s character and nature. 
1.  That's how John can say that loving others is a mark of being born again. 
2.  That’s how John can say that those who don’t love, don’t know God. 

II.  To benefit from God’s love is to be strengthened by it (v. 9-11) 
A.  The sending & sacrifice of JC is the greatest demonstration of God’s love. 

1.  God sent His beloved and totally unique Son into the world. 
2.  He was sent with a mission– to atone for (pay, make up) our sins. 

a.  A "propitiation" is a substitute sacrifice that appeases God's wrath.  
b.  The Gospel means that we gain from Christ’s loss through faith. 

B.  Christ was also sent for a purpose – that we might have new life. 
1.  As I mentioned, sin has damaged God’s image in us and diminished 

our ability to interact w/ God, w/ creation, & w/ each other. 
2.  When we accept God’s gift of love we are changed and regain 

the ability to interact w/ our 3 primary relationships: w/creation, 
w/each other, and most importantly w/God (This is new life!) 

C.  A kidney transplant is a life-changing event, but it's not just biological. There 
are anti-rejection drugs & dietary restrictions that are meant to change the way 
the patient lives long-term. And it’s not uncommon for the patient to develop a 
strong relational bond with their donor, especially if they are related. 

 
Conclusion  

• And that’s how love is the gift that keeps on giving. 
o God’s love for us creates the capacity within us to love one another. 
o This Christmas, I hope you’ll do more than talk about God’s love. I 

hope you’ll experience it, and you’ll show it to those around you. 
• I want to invite you to do 2 things before I finish with this message. 

o Pick out someone that you can show love to this week in Jesus’ name. 
o Unwrap & unpack God’s love for yourself, by accepting JC as your 

personal Lord and Savior.  


