
Peace: The Gift Everyone Wants 
The Gifts of Christmas, Micah 5:1-9 

Introduction 

• Every once in a while, there’s a Christmas gift that every kid wants. 
o In the 1950s there was Mr. Potato Head and Barbie. 
o In the 1980s there were Cabbage Patch dolls and Transformers. 
o In the 2000s there were the Nintendo Wii and Razor scooters. 

• There’s one of God’s gifts that everyone wants as well – that’s peace. 
o Movers and Shakers need Peace Makers and vice versa. 
o Community Activists work for peace & well-being all around them. 
o Even Adrenaline Junkies need times of peace & quiet between adventures. 
o Very few people can survive in a state of perpetual anxiety &unrest. 

• Peace is the gift that everyone wants, & JC came to bring peace to us. 
o One of the more familiar Christmas prophesies refers to Him as, “Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.” (Is. 9:6) 
o Another one of the familiar OT prophecies about His birth is more 

personal, proclaiming that “This One (meaning JC) will be our peace.” 
• This second prophecy is found in Micah 5:1-9 and I invite you to turn 

there with me as we explore God’s gift of peace together. 
• The book of Micah was NOT written during a peaceful time in Israel’s history. 

o Israel had already been torn in half by a brutal civil war and 10 of 
the 12 original tribes of Israel had been carted off into exile. 

o The smaller Kingdom of Judah was repeatedly attacked, this time by 
the up-and-coming super-power of Babylon around 588 B.C.  
§ The citizen of Jerusalem would band together to defend the city.  
§ The city would eventually be overrun and Judah’s king, 

Zedekiah, would be humiliated and blinded by the Babylonians. 
• And yet, the people of God were promised peace because peace comes 

from a person, not an idea or an institution.  
o The Israelites were stewards of God’s Word – they had received the 10 

Commandments & the Mosaic Law & the rest of the OT directly from God. 
In other words, they had access to the best ideas & knowledge possible. 

o They had institutions to pass on that knowledge: the priesthood & the 
temple, a divine kingship, & families that taught God’s Word.  

• And yet, they could not find lasting peace because peace comes from a 
person, peace comes from Jesus Christ. 

• This passage says 3 important things about JC as the source of peace. I want to 
explain them to you so that you can experience peace this Christmas season. 

 

Body 

I.  Jesus is sent from God (v. 2). 
A.  The kingdom of Judah was made up of the tribes of Judah and 

Benjamin, the only 2 tribes that were loyal to King David’s lineage.  
B.  Bethlehem was smaller than Jerusalem in size and significance. 

1.  It was, however, King David’s hometown. 
2.  It would be home to another famous ruler. 

C.  The “One” referred to Israel’s long-awaited Messiah. 
1.  Not only would the Messiah come from Bethlehem, but He 

would also come from God. 
2.  If questioned, He could trace His lineage back to “eternity.” 

D.  Jesus crossed “the bridge” from God to us so we can have peace with God. 
1.  We moved here from Ashland, KY as you know. Ashland is one of 

several cities along the Ohio River where KY, OH, and WV come 
together. You can see OH from many places in downtown Ashland, 
but you can't get there without using one of the bridges in the area. 

2.  “We have peace with God through our Lord JC.” (Rom 5:1) 
II.  Jesus stands up to His enemies (v. 4a). 

A.  After a period of suffering and struggle, the Messiah would “rise.” 
1.  The term "rise" is often used for the installation of a king. 
2.  Compared to the other kings of Israel, Jesus stepped and 

defeated the biggest enemy of them all: sin and death. 
B.  Jesus conquered sin and death so that we can have peace for eternity. 

1.  The prophet Micah anticipated a time when God’s people would 
“remain” in perpetual peace. 

2.  That won’t happen here; it will happen when in God’s eternal kingdom. 
III.  Jesus shepherds His people (v. 4b). 

A.  The Messiah is described as a shepherd, as well as a king. 
1.  Verses 6-8 describe the eventual triumph of the faithful remanent. 
2.  The remanent will be victorious without taking any credit for themselves. 

B.  Jesus shepherds His people by: 
1.  Feeding & sustaining them with the Word of God.  
2.  Leading & guiding them from death to greener pastures. 
3.  Protecting them from wolves that will kill & destroy. 

C.  The Messiah is successful b/c He operates in the strength of the Lord. 
D.  Jesus cares for us so that we can have peace within ourselves. 

1.  You can have outer peace, but if you don’t have inner peace, 
you don’t have peace. 

2.  The abiding nature of JC makes it possible to experience inner peace.  
 
Conclusion  

• Peace comes from a person, not an idea or an institution.  
o So, you can read all the self-help books or online articles you want… 
o You can vote for the right person or do your part…but you won’t find 

longlisting peace that transforms you inside and out. 
• Jesus crossed the bridge, conquered death, and cares for you – He is the 

only one who can give you peace – He IS our peace. 
• You may not feel comfortable asking for gifts, but I invite you to ask for 

peace from God right now in faith and through prayer. 


